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A Message From Commissioner Irvin
Dear Fellow Georgians:

The Georgia Department of Agriculture is proud to
publish Georgia Agricultural Facts 2005 Edition in
cooperation with the Georgia Agricultural Statistics
Service

Comparison of statistical data over a period of time
mirrors the changing face of agriculture.  One can
recognize the year-to-year changes which are cyclical
and those trends that have become permanent
conditions.  One can hear the voice of the farmers,
agribusiness owners, County Extension officials, and
the many others in the agricultural economy who
voluntarily contributed to the collection of the
information presented here..

Use the information for research and as a reference
guide.  But remember to study the date in context of what was happening during the
planting, growing and harvesting seasons.  You also should relate the information to
any available current statistics and information.  The Georgia Agricultural Statistics
Service continuously updates data as do other state divisions of the National
Agricultural Statistics Service and provides the current information online.  The Georgia
Department of Agriculture website www.agr.georgia.gov provides a link to the statistics
as well as to many other sources of information.

Sincerely,

Tommy Irvin
Commissioner
Georgia Department of Agriculture



FOREWORD
We are proud to present you with the 2005 Edition of the Georgia Agricultural Facts.  This publication contains current
and historical agricultural information at the state and county levels.  This information is critically important to our
leading industry.  We appreciate the cooperation and support of the Georgia Department of Agriculture, which
provides for the publication of this report.

We especially thank the farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses in the state who know the importance of this
information and take the time to participate in our surveys.  Thanks also to the extensions personnel and Farm
Service centers who provide additional information and support in preparing these statistics.

Production agriculture is a very rewarding but challenging industry today.  With the inherent risks of weather, price
fluctuations, and supply and demand issues, having current, accurate information an agriculture is a luxury we enjoy
in this country.  Only by everyone having equal and timely access to production statistics do we maintain stability in
the marketplace.

Thanks go to our office staff and our enumerators for their dedication in providing our state with high quality
agricultural statistics.  The staff of the Georgia Field office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA, is
dedicated to serving the agricultural needs of all our users.  Please contact us with your questions, comments, or
requests for information.

Sincerely,

David S. Abbe
State Director
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Georgia Department of Agriculture
Mission Statement

We at the Georgia Department of Agriculture
take our responsibilities to you very seriously
and are committed to providing superior
agricultural products, service and leadership into
the 21st century.

Our mission is to provide excellence in services
and regulatory functions, to protect and promote
agriculture and consumer interests, and to
ensure an abundance of safe food and fiber for
Georgia, America and the world by using state-
of-the-art technology, and a professional
workforce.

National Agricultural Statistics Service
Mission Statement

To provide timely, accurate, and useful
statistics in service to U. S. agriculture.




